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FAQ for Sailors





About Hospice Cup XXVII (rev. 09-03-2008)
Who can enter the race?  Anyone with a sailboat that fits into one of the classes of boats that are scheduled to race. 

· Sailors who do not usually race should enter the special Hospice Class. 

· Each boat registering for the race must provide a PHRF rating. If unable to do so, please contact your club organizer or the Shearwater Sailing Club for assistance.

· Each class has a different starting time, which will be specified in the Sailing Instructions, and each class is scored separately.

How do I enter the race?  All official race information and forms for people sailing in Hospice Cup will be posted on the web site of Shearwater Sailing Club, the primary club managing the race.  The latest information will always be on the club site.

To enter the race, visit the club web site at http://www.shearwatersc.org:

· Read the Notice of Race and the Race Announcement.  Note the entry deadlines and mail the completed CBYRA entry form and entry fee as specified.

· Revisit the site before the race for specific Sailing Instructions, which will be posted closer to the race date.

The official Hospice Cup web site http://www.hospicecup.org provides other information that may be of interest to sailors:

· Clubs interested in participating as a group may commit to doing so by sending a $100 group registration fee no later than September 12, with deadlines for individual skippers as noted in the Notice of Race.  Read details for club participation on the Hospice Cup web site.
· Sailors may be sponsors or choose to raise money for hospices and earn prizes or party tickets.  Details are available on the Hospice Cup web site.

Is there a general rule book for the sailors?  Yes.  Several in fact.

· Primary is the Racing Rules of Sailing published by the U.S. Sailing Association (http://www.ussa.org).  Detailed and somewhat daunting, these are the basic racing rules that apply to all organized sailboat racing.

· Second is the CBYRA Greenbook Sailing Instructions (GSI).  The Greenbook is an annual publication available from the volunteer organization CBYRA at http://www.cbyra.org.

· Third are the official documents issued by Shearwater Sailing Club -- the Notice of Race, the more specific Sailing Instructions (SIs), and any amendments, which must be in writing.  All are or will be posted on the club web site in advance of race day.  The SIs are finalized only after careful coordination with the many groups involved in the overall event. 

· Finally, because the Hospice Class is for boat owners who do not usually race, basic rules and other information about racing will be covered at a mandatory Hospice Class skippers meeting (see below). 

How many people can crew on a sailboat?  Boats carry crews suited to their size and style of racing.  Some classes have crew-number restrictions, but none will apply to the Hospice Class.  More casual racers, especially in the special Hospice Class, may carry as many crew as safely can be aboard (including enough life jackets for all). 

Can any boat bring out spectators?

· The race takes place on the Chesapeake Bay near the mouth of the Severn River near Annapolis, MD, where there is plenty of public boat traffic in addition to racing.  So anyone may come out to watch the race.

· Anyone planning to be a private spectator boat must be careful to stay out of the way of the racers at the starting line, on the race course, and at the finish line. 

· Everyone will have a better experience if private spectator boat skippers do some homework, getting familiar with the race by reading the 2008 CBYRA Greenbook Sailing Instructions, the Notice of Race, and the Sailing Instructions. 

What is Hospice Class?
· Hospice Class is for sailors who do not usually race or others who are participating in Hospice Cup not for the glory but to show support for a good cause. 

· If a Hospice Class entry does not have a PHRF rating, the race committee will assign one. 

· No spinnakers are used in the Hospice Class. If you are not comfortable with using a spinnaker during a race, this is the place for you.  The race course for Hospice Class is simpler, often shorter, than the courses set for the other classes. 

· Each Hospice Class skipper or a representative is required to attend a skippers meeting held Monday, September 22 at 6pm.  Registered skippers will be notified of the Annapolis-area location the week of September 15.

What is a Caregiver Boat and How Can I Participate?

· Within Hospice Class are Caregiver Boats which are hosting some of the professionals and volunteers who help hospice patients and their families.

· Skippers should register their interest by noting on their entry form how many caregiver crew they are willing to host or by contacting Shearwater Sailing Club at info@shearwatersc.org. 

· Caregivers may or may not be sailors.  The hospices publicize to their caregivers the opportunity to sail on Hospice Class boats.  Caregivers contact Shearwater Sailing Club, which introduces them to interested skippers, who then make their own arrangements for race day.

· Several trophies are awarded to Caregiver Boats, including one for the best-performing boat and one honoring the caregivers on that boat. 

How Does Sailor Fundraising Work?  Sailor fundraising is optional, though encouraged, for skippers and their crews.  Skippers must register their boat as an active fundraiser with Hospice Cup, Inc.  See the Hospice Cup web site http://www.hospicecup.org for details.

